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What is the problem? 

1. Increasing recreation demand; static or declining funding.

2. Peak visitation levels exceed capacity of infrastructure.  

3. Insufficient coordination among agencies, recreation partners, and 
user communities.  



Sustainable Recreation Working Group 

• Recreation Providers
• Concessionaires (CLM)
• Washoe Tribe
• Ski resorts 
• Outfitter / Guides
• B.C. Alliance / Snowlands
• Wilderness Society
• Lake Tahoe Water Trail
• Motorized community
• TAMBA
• Climbers
• Rim Trail
• Anglers / Trout Unlimited 
• ….and more

• CA State Parks
• NV State Parks
• USFS
• TRPA 
• Tahoe City PUD
• Tahoe Fund
• League to Save Lake Tahoe
• Sierra Nevada Conservancy
• LTVA / Tahoe Chamber
• North Lake Tahoe Resort Association

Co-Chairs (USFS / TRPA)

Working Group Key Stakeholders



Vision

Connect people to Lake Tahoe.

Mission
Provide high-quality outdoor recreation experiences, while 
preserving and restoring the outstanding natural and cultural 
resources of the Lake Tahoe Basin.



Objectives
1. Increase coordination among recreation managers, non-profits, private sector

2. Identify, prioritize, and address ongoing sustainable recreation topics

3. Integrate recreation management into planning and implementation

4. Establish basin-wide recreation indicators, thresholds, and monitoring protocols

5. Develop Basin-wide sustainable recreation strategy





• Sustainable Recreation priority area

EIP Program Update

• Integrate recreation considerations

• Case study for Basin-wide strategies

State Route 89 Corridor Plan

• Socio-economic impacts of recreation

• Developing conceptual frameworks

Science

• Basin-wide strategy to achieve recreation vision

• Guiding document with strategies, tactics, and tools

Recreation Strategy
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Key Takeaways
Opportunities 

• Protect and enhance 
science beauty of Emerald 
Bay

• Desire to “do things 
differently”

• Better manage visitor use 

• Year-round access and 
safety

• Support for relocating 
roadside parking 

• Support for parking 
management strategies

Constraints

• Funding 

• Road design limitations

• Volume of 
visitors/congestion

• Enforcement

• Technology

• Terrain/topographic and 
environmental constraints

• Avalanche control
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• Parking

• Traffic

• Active Transportation

• Recreation Activities

• Experience

• Who are our Users

• Length of Stay

• Reason for Visit



Strategies

• Visitor Use 

Management

• Parking Management

• Transit

• Path Improvements 

• Enforcement and 

Safety Services

• Technology

• Year Round Access 
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Sustainable Recreation Framework

• Resource Management

• Visitor Experience and 

Visitation Levels

• Tahoe Trail

• Recreation Access: 

Transit & Parking 

Management

• Safety & Year-Round 

Access

• Highway Operations  & 

Technology
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Sustainable Recreation Strategy

Strategies

• What to you need to think about, why, and how?

Tools

• How will the strategies be implemented? 
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Sustainable Recreation Strategy

Focus 
Area

Existing 
Condition

Desired 
Condition

Tools and 
Strategies

Visitor Use 
Management

Peak Visitation 
Overwhelms 

Infrastructure

Visitation is 
controlled and 
spread across 

time and space 

Reservation 
System

Promote Other 
Activities

Increased Transit 
connections

Increase staffing 
levels


