
From: Staci Baker <tahoestaci6@icloud.com>
Sent: 6/26/2024 10:15:49 AM
To: Public Comment <PublicComment@trpa.gov>
Subject: TRPA

Much to my chagrin the TRPA is drastically failing at protecting Lake Tahoe. This is the very task that was the inception for the TRPA. It would appear that Tahoe is the
source of money funding down into all of Douglas County. The unchecked growth and illogical decisions, such as the Tahoe Beach club and Sierra Colina are creating an
environmental burden that is not sustainable.In no way is this affordable housing just more destructive development on sen riparian areas! 
The latest debacle with the Barton relocation is just more of the same backroom deals with maybe a 48 hour window for the public to comment. Have you even looked into
groundwater or environmental issues? Sadly, it seems like those qualified to give opinions are being influenced to not give the real opinion but what fits into the framework
of the development TRPA is trying to exacerbate. You have to do better and stop the corruption, realize your mission statement of protecting this environment and not
exploiting it. 
Staci Baker D.V.M.



From: Elisabeth Lernhardt <elernhardt@yahoo.com>
Sent: 6/25/2024 10:08:17 PM
To: Public Comment <PublicComment@trpa.gov>
Subject: meeting June 26. 2024
Attachments: Barton 2024.odt

Please accept my public comment regarding the Douglas County South Shore Area Plan.
Sincerely
Elisabeth Lernhardt


	2024_6_26_tahoestaci6@icloud.com_TRPA
	2024_6_25_elernhardt@yahoo.com_meeting June 26. 2024


 It seems there are several critical concerns regarding the Douglas County South Shore Area plan, particularly in relation to the relocation of Barton Hospital planned since 2020, and subsequent zoning changes. Let's address these issues systematically:

		Environmental Impact and Infrastructure Concerns: The absence of an Environmental Impact Study (EIS) addressing groundwater levels and the impact on roads like Hwy 50, Kahle Dr, and Laura Dr is alarming. These are crucial considerations that could significantly affect the community's infrastructure and environment. It's essential that these studies are conducted thoroughly to understand the long-term implications.



		Financial Responsibility: The community rightly questions whether Barton Hospital will contribute its fair share for road maintenance and damage due to construction. Taxpayers should not be burdened with covering costs similar to previous projects like the Beach Club and Mueller Parkway. Transparency in financial planning and accountability is essential.



		Zoning and Building Heights: The proposal to raise building heights to 85ft exceeds TRPA's recent zoning changes and includes Barton's other buildings across Highway 50, potentially creating user conflicts akin to the Casino Corridor. Clear justification for these height changes and their impacts on the community's aesthetic, traffic flow, and safety must be provided.



		Infrastructure Planning: Concerns about planned bed numbers, parking spaces for staff and visitors, and the broader impact on emergency evacuation routes need urgent clarification. Adequate planning for these essential services is critical for the safety and functionality of the area, especially in emergency situations.



		Coordination and Safety Approval: The involvement and approval of Fire Departments and TRPA are crucial. Safety should never be compromised for the sake of expediency or profit. It's imperative that all safety protocols and standards are rigorously adhered to in the planning and implementation phases.



		Community Engagement and Transparency: The rushed townhall meeting during primary elections and the lack of follow-up responsiveness from organizers raises concerns about transparency and genuine community engagement. Meaningful dialogue and accessible communication channels must be maintained throughout the planning process.





In conclusion, the Douglas County South Shore Area plan demands thorough scrutiny and transparent dialogue between stakeholders, including residents, local authorities, and businesses like Barton Hospital. Prioritizing environmental sustainability, community safety, and responsible development practices should be non-negotiable principles guiding this initiative. I urge the County and all involved parties to uphold these standards and ensure that community interests are protected and respected throughout this process.

Thank you for your attention

Elisabeth Lernhardt, 

Zephyr Cove NV

