
Homewood Mountain Timber Harvesting Plan

Please see project description for complete list of APNs. All at Homewood Mountain Resort.

Placer County

The project is a Timber Harvesting Plan (THP) (No. 2-23-00114-PLA). The THP covers 252 acres of selective timber
harvesting to improve forest stand conditions, and 94 acres of land devoted to ski runs. The selection tree removal
will target the removal of suppressed, dead, dying, and non-resilient stands of timber for forest health and risk
reduction of catastrophic wildfire. The objective of the timber harvesting is to improve the remnant stands of forest
and timber to a healthy and desirable physiological condition promoting forest resilience and the desired phenology
throughout the area and to bolster public safety from severe wildfire.

The THP area includes the following APNs: 097-050-073; 097-050-088; 097-050-089; 097-050-091; 097-050-092;
097-060-016; 097-060-020; 097-060-023; 097-060-029; 097-060-030; 097-060-031; 097-060-036; 097-060-037;
097-060-038; 097-130-044; and 097-140-003.

The THP was prepared by a Registered Professional Forester in conformance with the Z’berg-Nejedly Forest
Practice Act of 1973 (FPA) and the Forest Practice Rules adopted by the State Board of Forestry and Fire Protection
(FPR). (See 14 CCR 896 [the FPR “are intended to provide the exclusive criteria for reviewing THPs” and this
process “substitutes for the EIR process under CEQA”].) The THP identifies potential environmental impacts and
imposes mitigation measures to substantially lessen or avoid those impacts. (Ibid.)

The THP has been reviewed by the Cal. Department of Forestry and Fire Protection, which determined that the THP
will not result in any significant unmitigated environmental impacts and found that the THP conforms with both the
FPA and the FPR. Accordingly, TRPA may find that the THP meets the requirements for tree removal set forth in
section 61.1 of the TRPA Code of Ordinances. (TRPA Code, § 61.1.5, subd. (C).)
The complete official record for the THP can be found online at https://caltreesplans.resources.ca.gov/caltrees/

https://caltreesplans.resources.ca.gov/caltrees/Default.aspx by searching for Plan Number 2-23-00114-PLA and
viewing the following files: 20231012_2-23-00114PLA_Sec1_App.pdf; 20231012_2-23-00114PLA_Sec2_App.pdf;
20231012_2-23-00114PLA_Sec3_App.pdf; 20231012_2-23-00114PLA_Sec4_App.pdf;
20231012_2-23-00114PLA_Sec5_App.pdf; 20231012_2-23-00114PLA_Sec6_App.pdf.
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d. "Item #18 - Soil Stabilization" of the THP on pages 21 to 24 employs mitigation measures during timber
harvesting activities to protect soil and water quality resources.

Soil stabilization at significant landings may include, mulching, wood chip coverage; silt fencing and straw wattles
during construction and use. Construction of landings will only be during dry season and no construction or timber
harvesting will occur on saturated soils.
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e. The project will use diesel powered, heavy equipment during timber harvesting activities. All engines employed
as part of this THP are registered and CARB certified, and meet State of CA clean emissions standards for
compliance.
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e. "Item #26 - Watercourse Lake Protection Zone (WLPZ) Protection Measures" of the THP provide measures to
protect water quality. All watercourse and stream environment zones will be protected with a defined lineal flagging
buffer of no less than 25-feet, and no crossings will occur on Class I or II streams outside of permanent crossings.
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d. As described on page 18 of the THP, there has been extensive mortality of the true fir stands. One intent of this
project is to reduce competition of suppressed and successive fir encroachment to the forest stand by removal of a
portion of these trees (suppressed fir species) within the stand. The harvest will improve health, vigor and
productivity of the retained tree species with definitive stand dynamics based on species physiology.
g. Tahoe Regional Planning Agency (TRPA); Code of Ordinances Section 61.37.1.A provides protections for trees
over 30-inches dbh. All trees indicated for removal over 30-inches dbh meet one of the exceptions for “westside
forest types” under these standards. Any trees over 30-inches dbh slated for removal and harvest will be marked
by an RPF under the THP.
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a., b. "Items 32-35 Biological Resources" can be found on pages 64-71 of the THP. Surveys for plants and wildlife
were conducted. Specific enforceable language has been incorporated into the THP with input from California
Department of Fish and Wildlife to ensure protections.

Amphibian Protection Measures: Sierra Nevada yellow-legged frog has potential to occur in all Class I and Class II
watercourses adjacent the plan boundary. Although the species has not been documented or observed in the
downstream reaches of Homewood Creek or canyon or within the plan boundary, there are speculated species
occurrence in the upper watershed of Homewood Creek and known occurrences outside of the plan boundary near
Lake Louise (headwaters of Madden Creek – Class I watercourse) all located outside of the plan boundary.

Bird Protection Measures: If project-related activities are to be initiated during the nesting season (January 1 to
August 31), a pre-construction nesting bird clearance survey shall be conducted no more than three (3) days prior
to the start of any ground disturbance, including staging of equipment. If no active nests are detected during the
clearance survey, project activities may begin, and no additional avoidance and minimization measures would be
required.

If an active nest is found, the bird species shall be identified, and a 300 foot “no-disturbance” buffer shall be
established around the active nest. A qualified biologist may determine if a change in that buffer is appropriate
based on species and tolerance to disturbance. Once the young have fledged and left the nest, or the nest
otherwise becomes inactive under natural conditions, project activities within the “no-disturbance” buffer may occur.
All active nest monitoring will be performed by a qualified biologist.

If an active nest is discovered during Timber Operations, the LTO shall cease all work within a 300’ buffer and
notify the RPF and for additional survey and no disturbance buffers as above.
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Timber Operations will contribute intermittent and temporary noise by way of logging equipment, not expected to be
significant. All timber operations will be conducted during daylight hours and no operations shall occur on legal
holidays.
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Although the plan will generate timber from forest byproducts, a natural resource, there is no increase or deviation
from a normal timber harvesting plan.
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Vehicular Traffic Impacts are addressed on pages 108-109 of the THP. There is temporary additional traffic from
logging trucks during Timber Operations. Any logging truck activity occurring during the normal peak summer
tourist season will adhere to traffic control and safety egress from Tahoe Ski Bowl Way at W. Lake Blvd.
Additionally, the round trip vehicle miles from the project site to a timber sawmill is 120 miles (RT). There will be no
more than four loads of log trucks delivered to the sawmill in one day due to the limit of truck capacity.
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Visual Resources are addressed on page 108 of the THP. Timber Operations will be visible temporarily in the
area.
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b. Extensive Cultural Resource surveys and review has taken place as part of the preparation of the Timber
Harvesting Plan. There has been notification made to local tribes, historical record searches and ground surveys.
The THP process keeps Cultural Resource findings confidential to protect resources. The THP also includes
measures for protection of unknown resources if found. Review of the resources and protection measures have
been reviewed and incorporated into the THP. The protection measures include the placement of visual flagging
exclusion boundary and the notification to the State Archaeologist if cultural resources are identified during timber
harvesting activities.
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The project has individually limited impacts that will be mitigated throughout timber harvesting activities, and
cumulatively no significant impact due to the enhanced stewardship nature of the project as a whole. The project
aims to improve ecosystem health, increase forest resiliency to pests and extreme wildfire behavior, and add to
public safety in Homewood.
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